
1912-2007

Thomas Carlyle Jones known to his friends as 
Carl or T.C. passed away at the age of 95 after a 
brief illness.  The veterinary profession lost one of 
its most influential and respected leaders and the 
American College of Veterinary Pathologists lost 
its founder, as it was through the effort and vision 
of Carl Jones that led to the establishment of this 
venerable institution in 1948.

Carl was born in Boise, Idaho on September 29, 
1912.  Dr. Jones’ interest in animals began at 
the age of eleven when he lived on a dairy farm; 
worked there one summer and later, while in high 
school, worked on a general farm during summer 
vacations.  His first scientific interest was in dairy 
husbandry while attending the University of 
Idaho in his home state.  After entering veterinary 
school at Washington State College in Pullman, 
Washington his interest shifted to the diseases of 
dairy cattle.  While at that institution he worked, 
from the second year, as a histology technician 
in the Department of Pathology.  It was here 
that Hilton A. Smith, who was his professor of 
pathology, established Carl’s love of veterinary 

pathology and where the two began a professional relationship to last the rest of their lives.  Upon his 
graduation from veterinary school with highest honors in 1935, Carl entered the United States Army for 
a distinguished career in the Veterinary Corps for 25 years.  While serving at the Presidio at Monterey, 
California, Carl published his first article, “Modified horseshoeing for road marches” following the 
ceremonies for the grand opening of the Golden Gate Bridge.  Apparently that was the last time horses 
were welcome at the Golden Gate Bridge.

In 1938 and 1939 Carl served at the Army Veterinary School and then from 1939 to 1946 Carl served at 
the U.S. Army Veterinary Research Laboratory at Front Royal, Virginia.  Here, as the officer in charge 
of research he conducted studies on equine influenza (equine viral rhinopneumonitis), equine periodic 
opthalmia and equine viral arteritis.  While stationed in Virginia, Carl sought consultation with the then 
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Army Medical Museum (AMM), later the Army Institute of Pathology and then the Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology (AFIP).  Here he established many professional relationships with medical 
pathologists including James E. Ash with whom he published on periodic ophthalmia.  Ash, who 
was the Director of the AMM was influenced by Carl’s desire that the AMM establish a registry of 
veterinary pathology.  The fact that Dr. Ash was married to the daughter of Dr. Denny Udall a professor 
of medicine at the New York Veterinary College at Cornell University also influenced his interest.   The 
registry of veterinary pathology came into being in 1943.   In 1946, after the end of World War II, Carl 
was appointed chief of the veterinary division and Registrar of the Registry of Veterinary Pathology of 
the AMM.

While at the AMM Carl pursued his vision for a college of veterinary pathologists.  Working 
with William H. Feldman, who had been appointed a consultant to the AMM by Dr. Ash, Carl’s 
tireless energy and efforts gained approval of the American Veterinary Medical Association for the 
establishment of a specialty group.  Following a meeting of 15 veterinary pathologists in Chicago in 
1948 the American College of Veterinary Pathologists (ACVP) was born with 42 charter members.  Carl 
served as the ACVP’s first secretary-treasurer with William Feldman as the first president.  He remained 
secretary-treasurer through 1950 and again from 1954 through 1960 and served as president in 1963.  
Carl wrote the ACVP constitution and in 1951 arranged the first examination.

Dr. Jones remained at the AMM until 1950 when he was stationed to West Germany to serve as Chief 
of the Veterinary Department of the Fourth Medical Field Laboratory. While in West Germany, he was 
the first American to be elected to their veterinary pathology association.  Following his tour of duty in 
West Germany he returned to the United States to once again serve as Chief of the veterinary division at 
the AFIP from 1953 to 1957.  In 1954 Dr. Jones with C.A. Gleiser published the classic text “Veterinary 
Necropsy Procedures”.  Also during the 1950’s Carl began work with his former mentor, Hilton Smith, 
in writing a textbook of veterinary pathology.  This was first published in 1957 and immediately became 
the standard textbook for veterinary pathology in schools of veterinary medicine and for those aspiring 
young pathologists preparing for the ACPV examination.  

Dr. Jones retired from the Army as a Lieutenant Colonel in 1957.  His career in the Army was 
distinguished with many awards, including the Hoskins Medal, the Legions of Merit and the Certificate 
of Merit from the AFIP.  In 1957 he began a new career as Director of Pathology at Angell Memorial 
Animal Hospital and as Assistant Professor of Pathology at Harvard Medical School.  He revitalized the 
Department of Pathology at Angell and obtained funding for an additional floor added to the hospital 
devoted to the Department.  Through Harvard Medical School’s Department of Pathology he established 
a National Institutes of Health supported training program in veterinary pathology.  This program, 
still in existence at the School’s New England Primate Research Center, is the longest running NIH 
training program supported by the Division of Research Resources.  At HMS and Angell he not only 
concentrated on diseases of dogs and cats he continued his interest in diseases of laboratory animals 
which he began while at the AFIP.  In 1953 he had established the first course on diseases of laboratory 
animals at the AFIP which became an instant success and continues to this day. In 1963 he was promoted 
to Associate Professor of Pathology.

In 1967 Carl left the Angell Memorial Animal Hospital to assume a full time position at the New 
England Regional Primate Research Center in Southboro, Massachusetts, an integral component of 
Harvard Medical School.  Here he was named as Associate Director and promoted to Professor of 
Pathology.   With the death of Hilton Smith, Dr. Jones was joined by Dr. Ronald D. Hunt in preparing 


